
Through composting, you can reduce your  food waste,  
and help make your little corner of the earth a richer place.  

Let’s find out how ...

What is  
composting?

Composting is the process  of  
turning your household  food scraps  

into food for plants! This saves  
lots of food waste  from landfill  

and helps new life (including  
new food!) to grow. 

Unhand me you ape!

Compost b in
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Did somebody say compost?

A sunny spot in 
a garden or 
backyard 

Composting  
bin 

A pi le of 
food scr aps

Dry brown leaves , 
twigs ,  gr ass  cuttings 
or other dry (dead) 

 organic s tuff

Water

There are many ways to turn your food scraps into compost.  
Whether you live in an apartment in the city, or on a farm out   
in the country, you can turn your food scraps into plant food!

This method is designed for a small space in a backyard.   
If you don’t have a backyard, there are heaps of composting   
alternatives out there for apartments or small outdoor spaces.

Veggies.

Meats.

Grains.

Fats.

Garden waste.

Non-organics.

Fruits.

Cheese.

Tea & coffee.

Poop.

Egg shells.

Glass eyes.

You will need:

What can be composted?

How to compost.

Yes !

Nope.
Ahem.
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Bingo!

Compost bin  
with l id

Alternating layers  
of food scr aps  and 
dry garden waste

Leaves

Twigs
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Find your spot.
Place your compost bin in a  
sunny backyard spot that’s easy to 
get to each day, but not in the way. 
The bin should be  placed on bare  
soil so that the  worms (and company) 
can reach  the food scraps. 

Create a base layer.
Add a layer of dry  twigs, sticks 
and leaves,  covering the soil at 
the bottom  of the bin. This will 
help keep  air flowing around 
your compost, which helps the 
decomposers  do their thing.

Add food scraps.
Add your first layer of food 
 scraps on top of the dry twigs 
 and leaves. Keep adding your 
 scraps to the bin each day  until 
a you have a layer of  food scraps 
about 10cm  deep.

Add a dry layer. 
Cover the first layer of food scraps
with garden waste – brown, dead 
organic stuff such as leaves, grass 
clippings, small twigs and the like.
Try to keep your layer of dry garden 
waste around 10cm deep. 

Repeat!
Repeat with alternating layers 
of food scraps and dry garden
waste until your compost bin 
is full. Remember that you are
saving all of these food scraps 
from being buried in landfill!

And now, we wait. 
It can take anywhere from 3–12 
 months to produce good compost, 
 depending on your local climate,  
what’s gone into the compost 
and how keen the worms are.  So. 
Prepare. To. Be. Patient.

Wait some more. 
3–12 months is a really, really,
really long time! While you’re
waiting, begin to think about 
where you might use your 
compost when it’s ready.

Are we done?
Finished compost is dark and 
crumbly in texture, with a nice 
earthy smell. Ask a friendly 
adult to help you work out 
whether it’s good to go. 

Feed some plants!
When it’s ready, you can use your 
compost to feed house plants, 
your garden and local trees (you 
could even  plant a banana tree if 
you’re  feeling very brave).
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